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From Chursdap ‘September 18, to Chursday September 26. 1712. 





ad a 


Dat veniam Corvis, vexat Cenfyra Columbas. 


Juv. 





Lately over-heard a Knot of Politicians in 
Whig-Corner, at a certain Coffee-houfe, 
canvafling fome important Subject , with 
great Rarneftnefs: But as I did not di- 

intly hear their whole Difcourfe, I could on- 
ly obferve, that the Converfation chiefly turned 
upon Fulins Cefar and Abel Roper. The Perfons, 
J thought, were a little oddly coupled: For, 
befides the vaft difproportion between them, in 
point of Dignity and Station, Abel, if 1 con- 
ceive him right, tho” a Man of Courage, is nota 
Man of Arms; nor hashe fhewn himfelf to be 
near fo good a Politician as Cefar : And tho’ their 
Characters fo far agree, as they are both Hiffo- 


_rital Writers, yet did not conceive there could 


be any Comparifon made between the Commenta- 


| ries of the One,and the Po/t- Boy of the Other, But 


the Reafon, it feems, of their being mentioned 
together, was this wife Obfervation ; That had 
thofe Two been Contemporaries, the latter 
would have been Saucy and Scurrilous enough 
to abufe the former ; and the former, tho’ re- 
nown’d for Clemency, would as certainly have 
hang’d the latter. 

It hath been a very frequent Topick of Wit, 
among my Brother- Authors of, the Whig Party, 
F couple honeft Abel my Fellow-Labourer and 

fe together ; to.look upon our Talents as much 
of a fize, and to find many refemblances be- 
tween us.. This Jeft has been fo many hundred 


times repeated, and ftill with Applaufe ; that 


I begin to think there is femething in it: and 
confequently, that it iss my Duty to vindicate 
wife Abel, whenever I find him unjuftly attack- 
ed. In the political Part of his Paper of the 
13th Inftant, the following Raragrap hath 
been very much cenfured by fome of the Tories, 
and by all the Whigs, which I fhal] therefore here 
tranfcribe; and impartially confider, how far 
“ang has render’d himfelf, juftly obnoxious 
y it. 


"St. Albans, Sept. 13. Afy Lord Godolphin be- 


ing very much out of order here, the News of the 
Chuclufon of the- Peace is kept from him ; and we 
aré in Pain, lest upon the Proclamation of the fame, 
the Noife of Bells, &c. fhould add to.his Diftemper. 

' “Whoever was the Author of this weighty 
Paragraph, whether -4be/ himfelf, his Afliftant 
in ordinary, or fome ingenious Contributor, 
whereof he hath a great Number ; it is plain, 
che did not apprehend, at that time, that the 
Eatl of Godelpbin was fo near his End, but only 
that he was much out of Order ; which, for a Per- 
fon of his Age, his Humour, his late Difappoint- 
ments, and confequently Refentments, was. no- 
thing- wonderful. The two moft important 


Objections, that could be juftly rais’d againft 


this piece of Intelligence were; Firft, That the 
conclufion of the Peace was not quite fo near as 
“Abel aflured us; and confequently, that his 
‘Lordfhip would have full leifure either to Die, 
‘Ot Recover, before it could reach him. Second- 
‘ly, That, fuppofing the Bells of St. Albans were 
fo numerous and loud, as tobe able to difturb 
a fick Perfon, upon fo ungrateful an Occafion, 


as that of a Peace, yet we ought to believe the 
Bells in that Town, were under too good a dire- 
¢tion to give any difguft in that Family, either 
to the Dying or the Living. There is no doubt 
but that all Perfons, in the Circumftances which 
my Lord Godolpbix was then under, ought to be 
treated with ali Marks of Commiferation and 
Humanity: And had Abel exprefs’d himfelf, 
that his Lordfhip was then dying, 1 fhould glad- 
ly have been one of the firlt to have flung a 
Stone at him: But when Men are abfolutely 
dead, 1 am fometimes apt to demur, whether 
the Maxim we generally hear in every Body’s 
Mouth, That we fhould fpeak well of the de- 
ceafed, and let their Faults die with them, ought 
conftantly to be obferv’d ; for 1am fure, if this 
Rule were univerfally follow’d, all Care among 
Men, of leaving a: good Name to Pofterity,would 
be quite at anend ; and the Praétife of the wife 
Hiftorians hath, with very good Reafon, been 
directly oppofite to this Negative Pofthumous 
Flattery: becatfe it is the great end of their La- 
bours to promote Virtue, and difcourage Vice, 
by impartially producing the Examples of 
both. I muft therefore deal fo freely as toaf 
fure the Panegyrifts and Hiftoriographers, who 
are retained by the other Party, that if they let 
themfelves loofe in the Praifes of this deceafed 
Lord, upon any Points where Truth is not of 


_their fide; I. fhall take leave to undeceive’ the 


World, with as great Freedom, asif his Lord+ 
fhip were living. As tomy Friend Abel, 1 find 
he was fo fenfible of his Fault, as, in his next 
Paper, to publifh his Recantation ; and | dare 
engage, nothing would pleafe him fo much, as 
three or four more fuch Occafions of fhewing, 
with how much Tendetnefs he would talk of 
Perfons on their Death-beds. 

Ever fince I have known a Faction in this 
Kingdom, which: indeed is ever fince I have 
known any thing at all; 1 muft do the Managers 
of it the Jultice toacknowledge, that they have 
always acted according to the Aphorifm of a 
very Wile, tho’ Apocryphal Writer; He that 
defpifeth {mall Things, fhall fall by little and Little. 
I heartily with We would fo far, at leaft, imi- 
tate.them, as not to be negligent of great Ones. 
They never fail to catch at the moft trifling in- 
confiderable Circumftance, if they think it will 
any way contribute to the Service of their Party : 
They raife more Clamour about a foolifh Para- 
praph in the Poff-Boy, than We do about thofe 
Millions of monftrous Lies with which they 
daily bef{patter the Government ; and lay more 
Strefs upon One of Roper’s Excurfions, than We 
do upon all the Corruptions of the late Mini- 
ftry. There is indeed, this very good Reafon 
for it, That fuch Trifles of Objections are their 
All; and therefore Things, fmall in their own 
Nature, are to Then contiterable. That News- 
Writer, I confefs, has, more than once, de- 
ferved a little Corre&tion; and my Advice to 
him is, that he would be more careful ia 
his Corre/pondence. We has excufed himfelf 
from the Paragraph I mentioned, by alledging, 
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was infétted without his Knowledge: 
And, 1 confefs, 1 am apt to think fome Whig 
put This upon him, as well as thofe. other 
Exceptionable Things for which he has been 
juftly cenfared, He thinks, perhaps, that all 
Letters come from Friends, and every thing 
Inclofed in them may be depended upon: His 
Enemies, in the mean while, faftening their 
own Scandal upon him, and then turning it 
to his Difadvantage: Like cunning Shoplifters, 
who flip Stoln Goods into other . People’s 
Pockets, and then defire that the Company 
may be Searched. He never confiders that 
were it not for fuch Management as this, 
the Whigs would have nothing to fay; tho’ I 
believe it will do us no Prejudice with any 
Perfon of Senfe. Whether Abel. be really a 
Jacobite, or impofed upon by thofe who defire 
to have him thought fo, the Reafonable Part 
of the Whigs themfelves do not, I dare fay, 
pretend that He is the Reprefentative of what 
They are pleafed to cal} our Fattion, meaning 
great Civility as Propriety of Speech, 
, and Her Miniftry, both Houfes of 
, the Clergy, the two Univeriities, 
of Londo, a vaft Majority of the 
Gentlemen, and Nine Parts in Ten 
of thg whole Kingdom, all conctrring to Sup» 
port the Conftitution both in Church and State. 
But if he has been fometimes a little unman- 
nerly to great Perfons and Families, the Whigs 
have been ten times more fo to the Q——n ; and 
if the Miniftry have taken no notice of him who 
has refieéted on others, and who, I believe, 
after all, was not punifhable by Law; they 
have, till very lately, as much neglected thofe 
innumerable Libellers, by whom Them/elves have 
been abufed for almoft three Years together, 
with fuch an amazing Licenfe as no Hiftory can 











>‘paralicl, arid whofe Crimes are certainly cog- 


“piable in the Courts of Judicature: And fhould 
-itsbe allow’d, that notwithftanding the Weight 
$f more important Affairs, They have been real- 


2 iy blameable for their Remiffnefs in Both, or ra- 


ther their Contempt of Both , the Whigs however 
of all Mankind, fhould not, in Prudence, make 
the Objection, 

But had Abel been fifty times more’ culpable 
than he is; the Confederate News-Writers of 
the IVbigs on the other Side of the Water, would 
have been more than Even with him. Out of 
meer good Nature, 1 have fometimes been wil- 
ling to interpret the Peevifhnefs of the Durch 
as entirely the. Effect of their late iff Succeffes; 
like the Cafe of Lofin¢g Gamefters, who often, in 
their Paffion, quarre] with the Lookers-on, even 
with thofe who are heartily Wedwifhers to them, 
and do their beft Endeavours to Direét them in 
their Play. 1 have formerly had occaffon to take 
notice of the heavy Complaints which are made 
in Holland againft the Examiner; and, to fhew 
how little Reafon there is for them. 1 impofe 
no falfe Hiftory upon the World; T-only make 
the moft obvious Remarks upon ‘Faés publick 
and notorious. All I now farther obferve is, 
That the Dutch Gazettes are Publifhed by Au- 
thority of the Government in that Country ; 
an Honour which the Examiner does not pre- 
tend to in This. A Generous Sad would not 
ufe us fo ili as We have been ufed by a Confe- 
derate, who has fo many and fo great Obliga- 
tions to us. Among -a: thoufand ‘fcandalous 


© Falfhoods with which thofe Foreign Libels 


have continually pelted Us, I fhall at prefent 
mention but Three; which | chufe particularly 


<a ae 


A ae fey 8 abap bs pt 
to pitch upoti, becaufe they have heen 
lickly difproved by Authority in our Gazettes ; 
I mean Thofe which make Re 
way-men Of our Brave Officers; Re- London Gazette 
bels of 8000 North-Britous; and a ence. i 
Pretended Duke of Glocefter of aPre-z 
tended King James the Third. Lies, which tho’ 
told with the utmoft Affurance, have. not the 
leaft Foundation in Truth, not. the leaft Pre- 
tence to it, or Appearance of it. - 

If I judge right, the Honour of.a Soldier 
does not depend upon his Pay ; but, it remains 
even after he is Disbanded. And is Robbing 
upon the Highway a Character which 2 Man of 
Honour would be fond of ? I thought all Gentle- 
men who have Served in our Armies might 
have expected better Treatment from the Dutch. 
But, as an ingenious Author has told us, Jn- 
gratitude’s a Weed in ev’ry Clime : And I farther 
obferve, that it is‘ apt to flourifh moft in a 

Air, and a Marfhy Soil. But were it true, 
that the disbanded Subalterns behaved them- 
felves in this manner, the Scandal indeed would 
reft upon Them: But the Inconvenience to their 
Country would be much more than Ballanced 
by the Continuance of the War, and the late 
Management; it being much more tolerable 
that fome private Perfons fhould be Robbed 
upon the Highway, than that the Publick fhould 
be ftill Plundered by rapacious Minifters at 
Home, and their Supporters and Abettors 
Abroad. |. : 

As thefe Foreign Intelligencers, who aré ac- 
quainted with our Affairs fo much better than 
We ourfelyes, can make what they pleafe of 
the Officers of Disbanded Regiments ; fo they 
can, with the fame Facility, raife New ones; 
Tis much that We fhould hear nothing of thefe 
8000 Men in Scotland. Would a‘good Confe- 
derate fpread fuch a piece of News, without 
the moft unconteftable Evidence of its Truth? 
Is this a Matter to be trifled with? Only a Re- 
bellion againft Her Majefty, That’s all. Such a 
Proceeding deferves Words which I will -not 
give it: # only take notice of an Opinion which 
has always obtained in the World, That thofe 
who Invent Rumaurs about a Falfe Infurrettion, 
would, if it were in their Power, make a True Onc. 

But why an Infurre&tion Now? If there be 
one, to be fure it muft be in Favour of the 
Pretender; and He, it feems, pretends to be 
no more than Duke of Glocefter : So that We 


are to fuppofe, nay we have been pofitively 


affured, that the Matter is compromifed be- 
tween a certain Petentate and Him. This Lye 
has been told fo often, and with fo much Con- 
fidence, that fome People begin to believe .it ; 
tho’ nothing in the World is more notorioufly 
falfe. But I may, perhaps, take anéther Opportu- 
nity to difcufs the Subje& of the Succeflion. at 
large. At prefent I only obferve of the Whigs, 
both Britifh and Foreign, that their Pretender is of 
late ftrangely dwindled: But a Pretender they mult 
have, of fome kind or other. Should this Young- 
man die, | am thinking who would have the bef 
Pretence to be their next Pretender , or, who would 
have the truest Title to a falfe one, For fhould 
This Pretender drop, they muft be neceffitated 
to Dub anew one. To make fure, in cafe of a 
Failure, I wonter they have not. already cre- 
‘ated a Prefumptive Heir to the Pretenderfhip.; it 
being now certain, that a Whig Faction can no 
more live without a Pretender, than a Knight- 
Efrant, in a Romance, can fubfift without a 
Giant and a Conjurer. 





un LONDON: Printed for JounMaqreuew, near Stationers- Hall, 1712. 
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